THE  CITY  REBUILT
Farringdon Without. Such gaps were ominous, if not un-
expected. The tale of houses built and uninhabited was much
more serious. There were 3423 of them, 'near the sixth part of
the whole City and Liberties'. The reasons were not far to
seek. Long before the Fire irksome restrictions and liability to
burdensome offices had driven men to set up in the freedom of
the suburbs. As the handicraft tailors said, it was 'but two
doors away' and they would find many of their friends there
already.1 'The great Inequality and Disproportion of Taxes
both in Houses and Personal Estates between the City of
London^ and the Out-Parishes of Middlesex, within the Bills of
Mortality7,2 had worked to the same end. The City had long
complained that its strength was Running out at the gates', and
the rebuilding had done little to stop the process. The burdens
had actually increased. New paving and new drains had to be
paid for, tithe was re-assessed and raised, the new churches had
to be furnished. Wards and precincts, parishes and Companies,
were all busy to the same purpose, levying and begging, with-
out mercy and without end.8 Tlie city had certainly become a
better place in which to live, but equally certainly it had not
become a better place in which to earn a livelihood.
The reasons given caused many not to return. Others were
tied by the houses they had leased. Still more had established
themselves in new centres of trade, and prospering, preferred
to remain. The City spoke truly when it lamented The with-
drawing ... of several Inhabitants, to the Increase of Trade
where they are gone and the Loss of it within the City',4 Im-
porters and wholesalers could only leave if they were ready to
go to some other centre, Retailers could move a bare mile and
find prosperity. Linen-drapers and the like paid less and took
1 Jor., 49, f. 2777.
* 'Reasons humbly offered to the Parliament for the abatement of the proportion of
the Assessment upon The City of London*: (Guildhall Lib.t Broadsides 21. 48).
3 The coal duty paid only for the fabric of the churches. The altar, font, pews,
lectern, etc., had to be provided by the parish* Various methods were used for raising
the large sums required, the commonest being a combination of gifts, and parochial
rates levied according to the poor roll
* *Reasons humbly offered ...' cited above.
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